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INDIANS WITH FIRECRACKERS

Denverlte Once Reported Scalped by Braves Fought

Fwe Days: BeforeAid Reached: Besneged
Party—He Doesi't Know S|ckness

P

(mrm\l\'mmn.n. ',

-\ x'ed. he: ulod Doy’

o[ 19 left.his hom«, in l'luusnmutlx.

cb.,

carly in 1566, to join a un'a\'an of ox-draywn covered’ wa agons

xrowhtm-v from 1Port l\onrno\' to Helena, Mont..

. Mazed Bozeman-I3 rxdgor cutoff.
“When the weeks and months passed
"Ly, and a year broughit o news save
wmeager and garbled reports that the
_varavan had been massacred by Sloux
sladlang, the parents of the Platts.
-outh \outh mourncd thelr son as

“dead.
“Indians love red scalps” thov re.

«alted. “Ben would be a  bLrilliant
s mark for them.”
Raturday, Ben Ward, tl\e rved-hajred

Jdoungster — now  an  octogenarian
Cahose tawny thateh has bden faded by
' the Dhicaching. reazents of eighty win.
. tars—sat In his home at 3216 Newton
cstreet, “harking back” to the color
ful epoch and recalling the dramatie
*passage of that  100-wagon  caravan
“thru the frontier northwest, its fight
with Sitting Bull’'s warriors and the
four-day siege that ended when the
white defendors were on thelr *last
‘lega”—too weary and sorely-smitten
to bury their deid.
+« 1 was a ‘bullwhacker’
peadition,”  eald  the  elderly  scout.
*WVild B Hickoll was . guvern-
ntent scout with us.  Steve Carson, o
«ousin of the famous Kit, was one of
the drivers. Each wazon was hitched
to six Yokes of owu—xlu“~(r.\\olm..
- but sure.
“\When we teached Fort l.'\r.unlc.
. Wyo, a treaty with Indians was in
progress and we waited till it was
sizned: but the terms were unsatjs.
factory to a lot of braves amd we wete
attacked by redskias in the 'l Horn
mountains,
FORTYTWO WERE
IN THE PARTY. »°
S There were only forty-two of us—
the caravan had spliv up since leaving

on that ex-

Nebraska. Also, we had been ‘guer
titlaed” Ly Indians,  all along, the
voute, who had kiled six wagon-

masters and members of somuting par.

ties. 1 saw bBill Hickok coming toe
o ovmard camp at o Lish run and knew
.exacty what was up—even lefore the
~loux appearzd behind hitm,

“When hLill came close to the place
twhere 1 was watering my oxen—=half
ip maile froin tha corrals—he wheeled
ghis horse and emptied six Sloux sl
tdies with hLis rifle so fast it made my
‘Lkead swin .

“The Indians had us cut off from
jtie wagon train. We +hot across-the
ll-’lc:\ﬂ of oxenh and 'X;em xh‘e Kioux
' eireling.

s *The strategy by \\hhlx we reached
ccamup Las given me many a laugh
since then,” Ward chucktled. *The
“varavan was carrving dynamite and
f recrackers to IHelena.” Knowing the
sinerstitious nature of Indians, |1
had Lept a bunch of firecrackers with

‘e, planning for Just such an
emergency. .
Bilt and T tied the tirecraciers to

the tall of my &t. Bernard dog, which
was ‘at Lesol’ constantly and, with the
. first explosfon, he was gone, velping
-pnd plunsing siraishe toward the core
_vals—and Incidentally. toward the
u-dm:(m who thought the Great Splrit
vaas ‘houndinz® them! ‘They seatterc!
,~-whooping in terrer. The dog was
“unhurt. ' ’
FOUGHT FIVE DAYS
BEFORE AID CAME,

C“BI and ! got to camp—il thete §
* v fought shouliler to shoulder, gen-
erally under a wagon bed, until noon
ot the fifth day when an emigrant
. train with 209 soldisrs hovae in sight.

s Twenty of us were dead, Most of
_the rest wers wounded, Wo found
our dead conmirades by scouting for
the feathered ends of arrows stleking

-up above the sage hrush, Each bady

Lad nine arrows thru the intestines.
Afost of them Lad the hearts cut out.
This testifled to thelr bravery because
ft {3 the Indian custorn to {ry a fight-
Ing man‘'s heart and  distribute it
.smnong warrlors who believe the eat.
ing of it increases thelr courake.'

I'en Ward carrleg a gcar on his leg
.where an arrow cit a tendon in the
iz llorn «ncounter, It smarted
sorac,” he acknowledhed, “and 1 had
trouble walking for a while.  Wild
T ill who af:srward became marshal
«? Alilenn, camie thru unscathed. But
Steve Carson was killed. A\ letter ad-
dressed to him at Helona, Mont—
when we finally won thru—announced

. that death had prevented Kit Carson
froin julning us, a9 he had planned,

“Five years azo a son of Steve, frem
Missourl, located me hiere in Denver
rnd for the first time knew definitely
tte clrcumstances of bhilg father's
death,” . .

~ “fwo  years after the  Wyoming

Lattle, Ward was tra ling with Sloux
for buffalo hides in North Dalkiota. He
1made headquarters with Sitting Bull
who presumably directed the Big Horn
masacre, But the chieftain denied to
the trader that he had taken part in
the fight, clalming that he was in his
tespee “making medleinn.

“Ma ‘wastado'—good Indian,” he in.
rMeted, eyelnzg Ward's erlmson scalp
«ovetously, .
WAS GUEST O
SETTING BULL. .

Sitting  Ball presesuted Ward to
‘avachwee, his squaw, and made the
vhite man hlg zuest thruout the
winter of 1868, Ward came out of
the Dakotas with “a roomfui of
biffalo hides,” ]
<Ward relates that hLis first trip to
Trenver was in the sprinzg of 1863,
vien he was only 16 years old,

+"We unyoked our oxen about the
ylace where the Denver Ceneral hos.
y’tal now stands,” he safd Saturday.

- “Denver then—ag [ remember {t—had
Just alout one street, lined " with
lx(m.()lnnl... . saloons and  gambling
halle, The men In our caravan spent
tiiel> pay between sunzet and sunrise,
Lt 1 was too young—and didn’t have

the lnclinatlun—to - diggipate . my
money, | . .
TThat fall and winter | was ate

ta(hcd to the Second Nehraska regil-
Bent and way scout for Wil Cody—
Jiimself only 18, just two years older
1an I-—who was driving stage for the
Listorie Halliday stage line. <
i “ody’s routo estended from - Fort
Teurney  to - Cottonwood—now  Me-
lh(won. Neb., - My escort duty was
from Rearney to theo fort at l'lum
(‘rm»k-tlnlrty miles, |
J “Bi drove at a gallop all the way’,
‘0t course, . Going ' thru :'lum " creck
,’ij.nllv)'. scveral nlles from gho fort,
e . : - [N . c.

cremnant of

via the newly-

one day, e chose to leace the valley
by way ‘of a Nttle-used cutoff that
went stralzht Sup the bank ['to .the
platean above, He told me afterward
that he dldn't kunow why he took that
route.  Anyhow, it saved our lives,

because a band of seventy-five Indians |

were lying in ambush. They rose up
with their war cry when we turned
oft, but we had a 200-yard start and
managed to Lkeep them at a. distance
until’we reached the Plum Creek fort
where fifteen - soldiers ‘had sfeen us
waging our running dbattle but didn’t
dare come out for fear the attack was
it tuse to ot them in the open.
CODY ADMIETS 1T L
WAS CLOSE SHAVE, . *-
“Eloven passengers; tenderfeont,
were darn near scared to death on
that - wild  vide "and Cody  himself
ackumvledzed it wax n close shave.”
Cody became a celebrity long after

his Nebrasha stage«delving career and

always kept up his friendship with
Ben Ward, Repeatedly he offered
the pal of his youth entlelng salariee
to join the Bufialo Bill Wild West
shows, bhut Ward, huasy with his hunt.

ing, trapping:, teading, and, later, min. |-

tng activities, never was lured to the
sawdust ring, . A man has to be a
showman to make a success of that
sort of thing,” Ward explaine, . Euf.
talo Bl was a naturatl showman—1I'm
not and never have heen,”

In addition to his exporiences with
the celebritices of troutier days in In.
dian battles, Ward took active part,
asx contractor, in the butlding of the
Purlington railroad  {nto Colorado,
Onece it devolved on hin to take na
3150,000 payroll from Culberson, ‘Neb,,
to ARron, Colo. The route was thru
the “Jesse James terrltory® where the
tinous bamlit had Leen operating,
OVER LOOKS BIG | '
FORTUNE IN GOLL.

The outlaw isnored the lazy span

mules” and rickety wagon Ward
drove, thereby overlooiing o bl for.
tuns in gold and stlver carelessly
sackel In the wagonbed amfd provi.
stons, tools and bedding,

Last year, after spending the win.
ter In Californfa with o daughter, Mr,
Ward returned to Denver to find that
he had long been eligible to pension
as n veteran of the Indiay wars—
which extendsd from” 1862 until the
battle of Wounded ITnee, when the
Custer's regiment wiped
out hostile Sloux. Some $2.000 In
pension had “backed up on him.” With
this snuz nest egz and a rezular gove
erument Income for the reel of his
Lfe. lie rezards the winter and coal
strikes complacently.,

U actively interested In miniug,
Ward made two tiips o the new gold
bizgings near Parker pecently and
has been infected by th» prospecting
“bug.” .

“llahty years o?«l -¥e8,"” e says,
“but the oaly tima [ was ever slck
was when [ got doublo pneumontiy
while buftilo hunting thirty years azo,
That botheted me some, but I guess
I'ms lucky to have goue thru the years
of Indian warfare and all the g1le? of,
pioneering without having more tron.
ble thm one arrowy wound and ono
au.u i of siekness.”

VERNMENT GETS

BIG; REVENUE FROM
0LORADO LANDS

State Properties Yield UL S,
§2.500,000 Income
"Since 1873.

of

Cuile  Saun has  received an

anormous amount of revenve tisry his
public Iand activities in  this . state,
Sule and leasing of lands has turned
millions into the treasury, while large
amounts are pald the government
yearly under varlous acta. -

From sale of coal lands, rentals and
royalty from permits and leases, the
government has received approximate-
1y 2 and one-half milllon dollary, since
1873, More than a million dollars has
been realized by the government from
sale of timber and atono l.mda. since
1878,

During the last mcnts ~slx years
more than 9 million dollars has been
pald Into the treasury to the credit
of the reclumation fund from . the
sales of public lands In Colorado and
from fres and commissions.

C Recelpts of Unecle S$am under the
mineral leasing act, in Colorado, from
the time of p.v-sn_.':e of the act in 1920
to July 1, 1927, amounted to $334,000,

"Approximately $370,000 has been pald

the government in fees and commis.
uions in connection with stock-raising
entries i Coloradn since passago of
the act. . )

_During the fiscal year ended June
20, 1927, mles of Indian lands In
Colorade amounted to almost $100,000,
The government has realfzed $1,601,.
000 under the desert land eatry act,
which was passed §n 1877,

Money recefved by the gmetnmcnt
from these various sources fs . de.
posited In- the treasury by the land
office. It is then distributed among
the reclamation fund, the public land
states,” to the varfous Indian tribeg
and the u-m.-l.tl mnd of  the Lnltcd
Statw

DENVER NEAR QUOTA
FOR JEWISH HOME

'l)em'm H quot.x, sso 000 o[, lhe
3100,000 national fanad being ralsed for
the purpore of enlarging and fmprov.
ingz the Denver Nutlonal. Home for
Jewish Children s almost “over the
top,” according to announcement by
Cicorge Creenspun. executive sceere.
tary of the institution, who wilt go to
New York “this . week to collect - the

remainder ot the, mon-y .mbqulbcd
olse\\ hcre. . ..
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